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May 2022

Dear Applicant

Many thanks for your interest in Loughborough Junction Action Group’s (LJAG) Playground Manager position.  The information pack includes an advert, job description and brief information about our organisation.

We hope this information is useful, and we very much hope to receive a completed application from you on 10th of June 2022, namely a covering letter (no more than 2 pages) and a copy of your CV.  Please email your completed application to: ljactiongroup@gmail.com
Best wishes 

LJAG 
We are Recruiting a Playground Manager

£35,000

Loughborough Junction Action Group (LJAG) is a volunteer-led social action charity working in the Loughborough Junction area of south London. We run projects including the Grove Adventure Playground which we rescued from permanent closure in 2018. Our other projects include Loughborough Farm, a community food-growing project, The Platform Café, a community café, and craft workshops.

About Grove Adventure Playground

Grove in Gordon Grove has a long history going back 50 years and has some of the most adventurous climbing equipment in London.  LJAG rescued Grove Adventure Playground from permanent closure and since the summer of 2018 we have run holiday and Saturday playschemes.  Over 400 children and young people between the ages of six and 14 are registered to use the playground and our popular holiday playschemes are attended by up to 75 children a day.

The Playground Manager

The Playground Manager will provide strong leadership for the team and strategic oversight for Grove Adventure Playground.  They will work alongside the playground staff to deliver high quality, inclusive and imaginative play services and support for local children who use the playground and their families. 

The Playground Manager will also maintain high quality operational and safeguarding standards; manage the budgets and finances; deliver project/funded activities and fundraising efforts; continue to build on our SEND services; support communication and social media activities at Grove and ensure local children and families are actively involved in planning and decision making across all areas of Grove’s work. They will work closely with LJAG to develop the Playground as a community hub and local resource. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to play a key role in the work of LJAG and to contribute to the wellbeing of people in Loughborough Junction.
We are looking for someone with relevant experience, a self-starter, flexible, collaborative, a team player, inclusive and innovative. To apply, submit a covering letter, no more than 2 pages, showing how you meet the role requirements together with an up to date CV to ljactiongroup@gmail.com. You can also download an information pack here: https://loughboroughjunction.org/. 

Closing Date for all applications is 10th June 2022. Interviews will be held in the week commencing 20 June 2022.

GROVE ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND MANAGER
Hours of work:
Full-time (35 hours per week)
Location:

Grove Adventure Playground, 18 Gordon Grove, Loughborough Junction, 


London SE5 9DT
Salary:

£35,000 
Responsible for:
Playleader and sessional play staff, premises, buildings and grounds staff, other staff at the playground
Responsible to:
Director, LJAG
About LJAG and Grove Adventure Playground
Loughborough Junction Action Group (LJAG) is a volunteer-led social action charity working in the Loughborough Junction area of south London. We run projects including the Grove Adventure Playground which we rescued from permanent closure in 2018. Our other projects include Loughborough Farm, a community food-growing project, The Platform Café, a community café, and craft workshops.
Overall Responsibilities

· Provide strong leadership for the team and strategic oversight for Grove Adventure Playground.  
· Work with the playground staff to deliver high quality, inclusive and imaginative play services and support for local children who use the playground and their families.
· Ensure high quality operational and safeguarding standards at the playground.
· Manage the playground’s budgets and finances working closely with LJAG’s Treasurer.
· Work with LJAG to assure the playground’s financial viability and organisational sustainability. 
· Oversee the work of grounds and building maintenance team, commissioning contractors as appropriate for specific capital works.
· Maintain ongoing dialogue, communication and engagement with our children, Lambeth council children’s services, service users, hirers, residents, partners, sponsors and supporters
· Ensure the continued development of the playground as a community hub and local resource.
Key duties and responsibilities

· Overall responsibility for the day-to-day management and strategic decisions relating to the playground and related services.
· Work closely with the Play Lead to design, develop, co-ordinate and manage the play team, programmes, activities and services for local children and their families.
· Support the development and integration of the SEND programme.
· Initiate new opportunities and services which benefit children and families in our community.
· Work with the grounds and building services team and contractors to maintain a safe, secure, inclusive and vibrant space for the children and families.
· Implement and maintain high quality safety, risk and safeguarding measures, reporting on progress regularly to LJAG’s safeguarding and Grove committees.
· Manage the playground’s budgets and finances working closely with LJAG’s Treasurer.

· Contribute to business development and fundraising activities to assure the Playground’s future.

· Maintain communication and relationships with partners and stakeholders, including the local council, consortiums, especially our partnership with Building Young Brixton (BYB).
· Identify opportunities to work with new partners and stakeholders to advance the work of Grove Adventure Playground
· Ensure best practice and ensure impact monitoring is carried out in accordance with funders requirements and Grove’s obligations.
· Work with the team to ensure timely update of social media channels, website, newsletter and calendar of activities.
· Contribute to the work of the Grove committee.
· Attend trustee meetings.
· Build positive relationships and communication with LJAG and other LJAG projects.
· Work with the community, stakeholders, partners and residents to create a vibrant and inclusive community hub.
· Other duties identified by LJAG and Grove’s Committee.
Person Specification

	

	· Adventure playground or experienced in working with young children and young people in a play or youth setting.

	· Knowledge of the importance of play in child development

	· Ability to lead and develop a flexible working team

	· Ability to motivate and develop staff skills

	· Ability to involve diverse children and young people in planning play activities.

	· Ability to inspire and maintain a culture of respect and inclusion

	· Ability to work with a diverse group of stakeholders and partnership agencies

	· Ability to engage and develop meaningful relationships with a diverse local community 

	· Experience in managing budgets and finances 

	· A strong awareness, commitment and understanding of racial and social justice.

	· Up-to-date knowledge of child safeguarding and health and safety regulations with a passion for providing a safe place for children and young people to develop.
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About the Loughborough Junction Action Group (LJAG)
LJAG is a volunteer-led social action charity located between better-known Brixton and Camberwell. LJAG runs five projects: 

· Craft Workshops

· Grove Adventure Playground.

· Loughborough Farm, a community food growing project

· Platform Café

· Wish You Were Here an informal social prescribing programme

LJAG is building a solid and growing culture of volunteering in Loughborough Junction offering residents a wide range of opportunities to get involved and influence the life of the neighbourhood. 

As local authority funding for community activities is cut back or stopped entirely LJAG has stepped in to rescue derelict sites and re- open unused community assets. LJAG's activities contribute towards improving the physical, mental and emotional wellbeing of residents; they bring together people from diverse parts of the community and develop skills, knowledge and experience.

We have a board of 10 trustees which oversees the work of its various projects and its campaigning activities. LJAG's trustees' meet monthly and has the following officers: a chair, vice-chair and treasurer, who is a trained accountant. The Loughborough Farm and the Grove Adventure Playground have their own management committees, reporting to LJAG's monthly meeting.

1. About our Projects 
Grove Adventure Playground
We rescued the Grove Adventure Playground from permanent closure and since the summer of 2018 we have run holiday and Saturday playschemes. Grove has a long history going back 50 years and has some of the most adventurous climbing equipment in London. 

The playground has been a great success. Over 400 children and young people between the ages of 6 and 14 are registered to use the playground and our popular holiday playschemes are attended by up to 75 children a day.

Platform Café

Community Cafe open seven days a week serving healthy vegan and vegetarian meals. It runs guest chef and volunteer and healthy eating workshops. It also supports employability initiatives for young people, and provides a digital inclusion service for local residents, in close collaboration with ClearCommunityWeb. The café is available for private and social hire and for events.
Loughborough Farm

LJAG runs the Loughborough Farm, a successful community food growing project where volunteers come together on Saturday and Tuesday to grow vegetables and to socialise. The Loughborough Farm also has a successful outreach programme on two council estates and at a local youth centre.

Crafts Workshops
We run Craft Workshops once a week.  The workshops offer free access to six sewing machines where attendees learn to make or repair clothes, knit or crochet. The workshops combat loneliness and pass skills between the generations.
Wish You Were Here
Informal social prescribing programme, advice, support and activities designed to promote better health and greater wellbeing.

You can learn more about LJAG, our projects and current activities here: https://loughboroughjunction.org/ 

